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Introduction 

The European Distributed Institute of Taxonomy 
(EDIT) is the collective answer of 28 leading 

European, North American and Russian taxonomic 
institutions to a call f rom the European Commission 
to create a network of excellence in Taxonomy for 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research'. The EDIT 
consortium was officially established on 1 March 
2 0 0 6 with financial support from the European 
Union (EU) for the first five years, but aiming to 
be a permanent supranational network that will 
facilitate interaction, integration, collaboration and 
coordination of taxonomic research institutions in 
Europe and beyond, 

The objectives of EDIT are: 

1. to reduce the fragmentation of European taxonomic 
research; 

2. to rebuild and strengthen European taxonomic expertise; 
and 

3. to coordinate the European contributions to global 
taxonomic efforts, such as the Global Taxonomy Initiative. 

Hence, the overarching goal of EDIT is to integrate Europe's 
taxonomic workforce in order to improve society's capacity 
to understand and protect biodiversity, so that mankind can 
benefit from it in a long-term, sustainable fashion. 

An essential component in this ambitious endeavour s the 
development of a high quality, pan-European integrated 
taxonomic training programme. 

Why Focus on Taxonomic Training? 
European science is facing a continuing loss of taxonomic 
expertise because the positions of retiring professional 
taxonomists are often redirected to new researchers lacking 
sound taxonomic expertise, or, even worse, are simply cut 
for budgetary reasons. Consequently, taxonomic expertise 
in Europe is eroding at a fast pace, so that the transfer of 
taxonomic knowledge and skills to new generations is also 
steadily decreasing. Hence, in order to reverse these negative 
trends, it is imperative to establish high quality training that 
prepares students for future taxonomic careers. 

Unfortunately, current European taxonomic training 
programmes are highly fragmented across countries, and 
across educational structures within countries. Moreover, 
taxonomic training opportunities are extremely heterogeneous 
in scope, purpose, intensity, financial support, and educational 
level; the training may be formal involving undergraduate or 

postgraduate university courses, or take the form of modules in 
a wider package of courses, short courses, in-house seminars, 
field courses, 'on the job1 trairing, etc. 

Despite the disparate and very local character of European 
taxonomic training opportunites, there is common ground 
between institutions, suggesting that a more coherent shared 
framework for high quality expert taxonomic training can 
be established. This integrated framework should involve a 
wide range of partners, starting with EDIT members, but also 
mobilising taxonomic institutions, universities, research centres 
and international organisations outside the EDIT Consortium. 

The integration of EDIT's education and training opportunities 
into the wider international context provides a crucial 
contribution to the Global Taxonomy Initiative's capacity building 
activities, since many countries worldwide are also in desperate 
need of taxonomists. 

Set Up of the Distributed European 
School of Taxonomy 
EDIT and other partner institutions are establishing a European 
state-of-the art school of taxonomy: the Distributed European 
School of Taxonomy (DEST). The aim of DEST is to develop a 
joint taxonomic training programme provided by leading expert 
taxonomists in the participating institutions. The programme is 
intended to be offered to European and non-European trainees. 

During the first phase of the set up of DEST, the existing 
taxonomic training resources in Europe were surveyed. This 
revealed the strengths and weaknesses of those resources 
and highlighted the challenges that they have to face to meet 
the taxonomic standards and needs in the 21st century. This 

Picture 1. Summer School 2008 - Collecting animal sound 
recordings is increasingly recognised as a valuable and 
non-invasive tool for taxonomy, biodiversity research and 
nature conservation 
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