London & Berlin, 15 October 2009
Opportunities for and scope of a possible European collection managers forum

Dear colleagues,

Working together with colleagues from other institutions, exchanging experiences, sharing advice, joining training courses and workshops; each of you know how important that is for our day-to-day work as well as to help us finding answers to new questions and respond to demands.
Building beyond its origin in North America the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections has successfully pooled collection management forces for the last 25 years. Over that period the society has built up an enormous and competent knowledge network on collection management and best practice to the benefit of all members (see www.spnhc.org). In Europe we do not yet have such a strong and popular overall structure of collection managers but a great variety of smaller groups, e.g. based on taxonomic groups or/and on national level.

The EU project EDIT (European Distributed Institute of Taxonomy, www.e-taxonomy.eu) is now offering the chance to investigate whether there is a general interest in such an overall collection managers forum, and if so, which kind of structure might fit best. Furthermore, EDIT offers to support the start-up phase of this activity. 
The following questionnaire aims at getting an impression whether or not a joint network is required by collection managers and if indeed it is, which benefits and functions would be considered as most important to you?
Please help us in getting as complete an overview of your wishes as possible by filling in the attached questionnaire. It will just take a few minutes to fill it in. Please return it to Clare Valentine, The Department of Zoology, The Natural History Museum London, SW7 5BD or by e-mail: c.valentine@nhm.ac.uk if possible by 20th November 2009.
Thank you very much in advance for your interest and cooperation.

With kind regards,

Clare Valentine & Christiane Quaisser
	Questionnaire on structure and function of a possible collection managers forum 

Please tick boxes and/or add comments below and return before November 20th, 2009 to: 
Clare Valentine, NHM London, e-mail: c.valentine@nhm.ac.uk 

	Your Name:

	Your Institution:


	Your Job title:

	Please give a brief description of your position: e.g. curator/researcher responsible for collections, collections management staff etc. 



	Do you work with natural history specimens? 

Yes/No  
	If yes, how much time is devoted to this (ca. percentage of total working time)?  Ca. ______ % 

	
	If yes, in which discipline(s): e.g. birds, vertebrates, botany



	Are you a member of any professional societies, e.g. SPNHC, NatSCA, Entom. Soc., GfBS, DMB, etc.?
Yes/No
	If yes, name(s) of societies:


	Which kind of forum is of more interest for you? (please tick, both possible)
__ Collections management society
__ Group related to a taxonomic group, e.g. birds 
	Please give reasons:


	Would you be interested in joining a new European collection managers forum?

Yes/No
	If no, please give main reasons:



	Would it create language problems if English was main language of group?

Yes/No
	Which language would be most useful to you? 
(please tick or state)
__French   __Spanish   __German   __Italian 

Other: 

	Which functions would you find useful: 

(please tick as many boxes as you wish or add more ideas)
	List-server
	Shared documents 
	Website
	Exchange knowledge

	
	Training
	A Mentoring scheme
	Task groups
	Meetings & workshops

	
	Newsletter
	Newsletter on paper
	Newsletter on-line
	

	
	Other functions:



	If there was a membership fee, please add an acceptable range you would be prepared to pay each year: e.g. 30-50 Euro 
  ____ to ___ Euro?

	Would you like to assist as volunteer to help set this forum up?

Yes/No

	What natural history collection-related issues should this forum be proactive in addressing?


	Would you see this forum being affiliated to any other existing society?

Yes/No
	If yes, please give an example:

	Other comments are welcome:




