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Projected ATBI+M pilot site in the Lower Oder Valley National Park 
The aim is to establish the 3rd European ATBI+M pilot site in the German National Park 
‘Unteres Odertal’ (Lower Oder Valley NP) (Fig. 1), which is located in northeast Germany in the 
Federal State Brandenburg at the Oder river valley at the border to Poland (Fig. 2).  
 
Information about the National Park (NP) 
The Lower Oder Valley NP (53°03′0″N 14°16′0″E/53.05°N 14.266667°E) has been established 
in 1997, spans an area of 105 km² and has the IUCN Category II (National Park). 

 
Further information about the National Park and 
International Park Lower Oder Valley: 
http://www.nationalpark-unteres-odertal.eu/ 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Oder_Valley_National_Park 
http://www.nationalpark-unteres-odertal.de/en/node/1725 
http://www.unteres-odertal.de/nationalpark3.html 

 
Figure 1: Flood plain landscape of the NP 
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalpark_Unteres_Odertal 

 
The floodplains of the river Oder are shaped by the stream itself, by its bayous, reed beds, 
periodically flooded wet meadows and by its natural riparian forest (Auwald). The hillsides 
surrounding the valley are covered by species-rich deciduous forests. On the hilltops flowery dry 
grasslands can be found. Such a great variety of biotopes on such a small scale results in a 
biodiversity exceptional for Central Europe. The Oder valley is especially well-known for its 
many bird species. 
 
Already in 1992 by decision of the German-Polish Environmental Council, the German, Polish 
and Brandenburg environment ministers as well as the Voivode of Szczecin created the Lower 
Oder Valley International Park, which is a shared German-Polish nature reserve.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2: Location of the Lower Oder Valley International Park 
 

Sources of maps (11 Feb 2010): 
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalpark_Unteres_Odertal 
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internationalpark_Unteres_Odertal 
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The German part of the core area is the National Park Unteres Odertal (Lower Oder Valley NP). 
The Polish part of the core area is the Park Krajobrazowy Dolina Dolnej Odry (Lower Odra 
Valley Landscape Park). The area comprises 165 km² (Germany 105 km², Poland 60 km²); 
together with adjoining nature reserves in Germany and Poland the total area is 1,172 km². 
 
Previous activities  
The Museum für Naturkunde (MfN) in Berlin, which is hosting the WP7 ATBI+M activities, has 
a long-term partnership/cooperation with the Lower Oder Valley NP, which is only 120 km 
distant. Experts of the MfN offer annually excursions in the park for the public and students. 
These activities are supported by the Trust of the National Park (since 1995, Directorate Dr. 
Ansgar Vössing):  
http://www.nationalpark-unteres-odertal.de/en/naturschutztraeger/Nationalparkstiftung 
 
The trust has always promoted for more comprehensive research in the park, because not so 
much has been done since the establishment 13 years ago. A discussion in November 2009 with 
the directorate of the trust confirmed the persistent interest for biodiversity inventories. He 
advised us to contact directly the Federal State Minister of the Environment (Mrs Anita Tack) of 
the German Federal State Brandenburg asking for support in establishing an ATBI+M pilot site 
in the Lower Oder Valley National Park.  
 
Attached the official letter (2 pages) written by the EDIT WP7 project leader to the Federal State 
Minister of the Environment (Mrs Anita Tack) of the German Federal State Brandenburg can be 
found. Information about the German Federal State Ministry of the Environment (Ministerium 
für Umwelt, Gesundheit und Verbraucherschutz (MUGV) can be found here: 
http://www.mugv.brandenburg.de/cms/detail.php/5lbm1.c.98287.de 
 
We have not received a feedback of the Federal State Ministry up-to-date, but we are optimistic 
because nature conservation is one political interest of the German Federal State Brandenburg. 
We assume to submit a signed agreement for establishing of the 3rd European ATBI+M pilot 
site soon. 
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